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CHAPTER VIIL
A Tussle With Authority.
TANDING ajone on the corner at
1 o'clock in the morning, Graf-
ton thanked his stars that recent
opulence had not sent Mr, James
Brady, contractor ana potiticlan, from

m ristocratic suburbs.
’g:'nt Eadr wu mnuanuu he well

memories

chuﬂd hin ullr
There wan thn Oawaldson _paving
matter, some {wo years ago. rafton,
through no tault of his wn be-
come Involved in qulu nk there—
been threatened with iawnuila of
varietiea, md other forma o

unpisasantness.

e had besn quite on the int of
throwin e matter altogether
and ‘:c'helmc his losses when Hrady,
who had been with him in the matter,

t a whort Interview with Mr. Os-
waldson. The trouble had ended
there and then,

he recalled some crooked work
that some sub-contractor had. attempt.
eod in connection with the l"ll‘\r h{' av-
nue sewer, and into which, for
protection, he had sought to drag Graf-
ton. Hrady, to hls everlasting oredit,
had stralghtened that oul u wa!l 'l'htn
“;." w:] d, a ‘3'1?1- whioh Gntton
of e kind, cases
» II:;.“ t'f;hml“ cases of which

marely re

All of them, hwnor. ahmd that

Brad sensed & power of his own,
and I{ut power now in & Ught
lt hld never borru before. To the best

reaso Brady, had ha but
-mdwn It, held ranon'l ‘tortune In hin
ands, and Grafton felt & sincere gratl-
de to the fate which had prompled
ﬁﬂu‘? kgep on good terms with the
clan,

Would he give the mssistance re-

aired? But of course he would!

ton smothered any amall, nerv.
ous doubts that tried to arise. Optim-
Sam wan the first law of his life, and
its practical application never ap-
peared to grester mvanuu than
upon (this early mornin t him
onoe arouse Brady and all would be
well, he felt sure.

A oar coming nnoxnooudl{. he rcéc
the few blocks to Brady's home, de-
scended and falrly ran down the
block of briek houses. No. 14 was his

He made out the gilit lettering
nnd sprang up the stepa

eathed a wnigh of rellef now
lhnt he had come to the one who could
uld him, and he felt at the same time
& sort of humiliation. Orafton, the
bullder of the town, although even to
himaelf he had hard)y admitted 14, had
regardod the blg Irish-American with
a sort of toleration. Now In WA
come to beg a favor whlah in itw
strictest aspec enuld f! have
been called logitimate,

But It was that or vnr ,
pressed the bell and wait o .n-
swer came. He put his ﬂn.—ar upon the
button and_ held it there; presently
the creak of & front window sant him
looking upward.

A pair of broad shoulders in an or-
nate bath robe protruded from the
window of the floor above and &
heavy voles called:

‘W;o the devil's that™

“Er—Iis that you, Brady?"'

*Yen. Who i it7

*Grafton, Jim."

The figure lun«l !lr out,

“Mr. Grafton, 1

“Yea."

Well, on:‘ that's wonderful,
'qure you 4 here u this tims o

I m 'q.ll.mo:rcml and at once."”
““Well--all right.™

The dow closed and Grafton wait-
bd anxibualy, After a minute or two
he heard the chaln rattling within, Thae
front door opened and Brady mppeared,
tousled and wsleepy, but wondering
hugely at the vistatlon.
rafton stepped In and followed
Brady to the parlor, The politiclan
lighted & fat of the ehandeller and re-
sarded his *unt quizsically.

"Well wir

udr. ou'va gat more or less in-

ll'uom:ru with the administration of this

town?"

“EhT' Brady's brows went up.

“With the munlclpal otnchll. 1 mean,
and all that sort of thin

“Oh! there's them that llyc it, mome-
times,"” Arady chuckled.

“And I've pul some "ll'ﬁl In your
way in the past, Have 'x not?" continued
Grafion, almost humbly.

“Indesd \-qu have, sir, and good ones,
too, Wh

“Bnuu-e 1 want you to help me In &
matter of great importance—a matter In
which, 1 think, no one else can be of
much service.’

'Well. and I'll be gind to do that, Mr,
Grafton. First thing in the momin* I'li
eall at your office, sir, and we'll fix It
all up l-wmtevcr it is."

“But that won't do! It's something
that must 'b. attended to at nnco—wlth-
in two or three hours at most!

T stared, then wsat down and

wnoz snd nodded his head question-
r| Iy at the other,

utlon lenned ton\rlrd ll'!llnl-lll'zh

Jim,' he sald, “you Kknow bbe
pntw well 7"

“Our postmaster? Yea'

“How far can you Influence him?"

“I give It up. As far as I have w. |
guess, Mr. Graftan,

“@Good! Then get ready now and
come with me to hl- house. I've got to
sea him at once.'

“But what for, sir?’

“[—er—l—well, I malled n lettar by
mistake early this evening, Jim. In the
I:vulid!n. Jyou know,"

.’
“1 sent it down the mall-chute from
my o!nu of course, and after it was
one 1 found—er—' Grafton began
wllh that hln story had bad a ~hsnce
of rehearsal. "““Why, after It was gone
1 found that 1 had made s gront mis-
take In the stulf 1I'd sent. was not
what 1 had !ntandod to Inclose in Lthe
envelope at al
“An you want Dobbs to find it in
Pmlumm and give It batk to you,
“"l')h it's not so dlfﬂcull even ns that,’'
Id Grafton, eagerly. 'The last oollau-
on was taken up several hours before
malled the thing. The next one s not
ue until about 7 o'clock thin mr.-rnln'h
“Bo that your letter In down in the
:::x on lha ground floor of the bulld-

“And you want Dobbs to get It back
you before It Jpoes through the malls
llu mornln‘

* msald Mr, Brady.
ll 1 do it for you, wlil he not?’
Prl:lr shook his head dublously,
‘Well—1 dunno, eir. That's a lot to
@k of any man, you know,'
“I'm aware of that, but tha papers

ghat 1 sent by mlsmke are of the ut-
rmll Importance, Jim. If they are de-
ivered In that envelope lhe, are golng

to cause no end of Irnuhle
‘And whut were they!"
“Papern of—er a priavie nature,”

Blle Grafion, uncomfortnbly,
Ig Jim Grady pulled his Immense
mustache and regurded the other very

thoughtfully. Grafton tried to hide the

agony of doubt mand suspense that he

cnuld almost f«l rising to his eyes.
“Well, Jim Y

“It's a blg job, wir*

*1 know, hut you ean do it. You've
got that mysterious little Lalng they call
poiltical pull, you know, and—"

“Sure I have, but this ain’t a case o

olitlon, sir. It's Just n came of asking

ut himself In the way of the
worst Ilng of trouble, you know. Now
that you've mailed your letter mhe's in
the keeping of the Government, and It
ain't no dquestion of parties what ba-
eomes of her."

‘aut you can do it plnndod Graf-

'Imht if I can, sir. _I- ~well—"
Ha reil sllent again and Grafton felt
e cold perspiration coming out on his

semed againg

tr,mch'L even h' hom b
wo mum ty

ulu back, seemed (o hﬂuu.ra i

ominovs h-man u did A 10
.tk el bo o A

tukes t be
done? O on l hl clenchad; he
he vowed that he would return and dy-
namite box!

JJim, remember all the contract work
I've put in mr wlr" he pleaded, al-
mﬁu Involunta

nodﬁlod Tln He
was A Jlm rnm I. and
soemed to Iuw their effect. Hin |
une: M his alip o;ul came o
the with a decision.
“n lrr 1, alr

“Good tor you, Jim!" A great sigh of

¢ | relief left Grafton's lips; the way seem-

ed smooth agalin,
Brady arose with another yawn,
"Well, sir, walt & minute or two and
N oA
o A s
' l.ndh our Mlttle .mvl.h‘hbnuwr

eno!
"Yw n sure?

'rln wlillolln l lofl tread went to the
per n‘lolu of ni. Graf-
S o IEs.g qlfiee
iy

Wdl-;hln had ot

need.
l‘ar l!rld: could get the lefter—of
wuld got the letier. A
nnumuwlnmmusnmb-
ahlmy the postmaster would obtain the
‘J and eurru with them to the Grafton
bulldl, nd th when It was over
and lho C‘ol.lton matter happily settled,
Grafton vowed thoss two, postmaster
and politiclan, should have the dinner
of thelr llves with him at his home, He
would tell them In confidence the entire

history of the case; he could almost see | eN

their faces at learning what they had
saved for him.

At the end of ten minutes the heavier
sound of sireet shoea audible,

and Hrady hurr!ul to the rlor. His
own clgar was lighted; hc #s the same
old pum. confident political boss who
de things !‘ o becauss they had to go,

Come on, Mr. Grafton. “a i br“k
Into Dobbs’ slumber a bit, T think.*
The door closed bahind them and they
struck off through the night, their foot-
ntem lumpln&‘oml‘r own the guiet
| !‘no ag émn. filled I';:mnll
(I Co re, Wi L] non . | 0
his white streak. Aans

"“You don't think Dolbs will object?"
e put in, suddenly, whéen r.n-g l.urn-d
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the corner and made for Ch
%Ireel, where the postmaster hld his
ouse. “You don't think—'

“T aln't thinking muech about it one
way or the other till we see him,” re-
jolned Brady. *“1 gueas we'll be able
to handle nlm. though."

“Heaven knows I hope so!"

“Now, what's to bs the best steer
to _gu bBimT™ cogitated the politician.
h. the—er—truth, I suppose.*
"Eh Oh! yes, we'll haw to give
him the maln facta of courss, but I
was trying to think of nmlthlu to
sort of give it more Iimportance, You
don't want to tell me what those papers

were, do you, Mr. Grafton?

The other shuddered.

“Not now, Brady-~I can't. Later,
Imr when we got our hands on the

I've got the door of my safu c
on the ht side of them. Yes, when
that's accomplished, I will tell you."

""Oh, It isn't so Importunt, I 'u”u.i
only—well, we'll tell old Dobbs tha
they're of extreme Imporlnmn and let
It go at that. I don't belleva he'll want
to know imuch more, but If he does I'll
invent m yarn on the I;ot and you'll
Iuve to back it up, Bee?'

'm:d mind, sir, if you do got the pa-
& by ll (hat’s good and 'bad, forget

" a Brady, serlously, * In
lhlna or Tnttlnl A Qovernment malibox
opened about the hour when the
average crook is ttln windows open
wouldn't look par wlaﬂy good for me

or for Dobb
“Of wurn nnl.
“Or for " poncluded the politician,

rather polnt odir

“I'm not llkely to talk about it sald
ﬂurlon

“Well, 1 was only saying it sir."

He pulled up shortly.

“Well, here ww are, and here's wh!r!
wa hear Dobbs do & bit o cunlng,
Hu. Niee hour to pull & man out o

He rang the bell with scant censidars-
tlon and after & minute or two his own
performance was duplicated, The upper
window opened and & head &

Who l lh-n!‘ i

'Jlm: w.u whlt in the meu of—""
“Cut jt ouf, old man. o got to
““Who'sn that with you.'
“Who's w‘:c wth you."
n.

“Hey! What!"

“Yes; {U's him that wants to see you,
and he wants to see you quick.

The window closed and for the sec-
ond time thu murnlnn Grafton honrd
the ratile of the chal “lf Ilghl ulpu
in the hallwav and L) T
The posimaster, attired ans Bndr had
been, stood In the doorway, half smil-
ing and very much puzzled.

“Waell, come [n, gentlemen.” He stood
anide for them to enter. *“Good even-
ing. Mr. Grafton' .

Good morning, Mr. Dobbs,” with an
attempt at joou arity.

“Come In here, Jrea,'' sald Brady,
briefly, “It's blame near 3 now apd
we n't got any too much tUme for
talk.” He sat down unceremoniously,
“Bmoke T

b'({unn not,"” replied Dobba, vagusly,
“bu

“Look here. Grafton was at his
office Lhis mnl’alnr. Joe. He was tired,

guess, rounding up ‘a lot o' works,
Well, here he goes to work and gets
ready to send o!t a letter, something
with a couple o' documents In it. He
puts in his papers and directs ths en-
velope and then drops hor into that
dlnlur mtlo mall chute o' hia. Bes™

e

1 Woll after he's malled her he turna
around—and there are the same blessed
apers lyln' on his deak! The things
Eo mulled were the wrong ones, and
If ever they reach the fellow they're
directed to they're golng to ralse a par-
tieular hot bunch o' trouble. Are you
next?’

Dobba' expresslon was becoming du-
h*oun.

..’

“Waell, here's Mr, Grafton, with his
letter I¥in' down thers In the box. It
won't he collected till 7 or so whon
your man gets along to empty I‘\e
It It ever does gel out It'% goln m
muake a time  And, therefore, Joe,'
concluded Brady, with a smile, "we'ra
just golng to ask you to pull on some
togs, come with ua to the Graftop
Bullding, and get her out right now!"

The postmaster's eyes were wide and
ADKTY. '

“You mean fpr me—me—io go n!nnﬁ
and open a Government mall box an
return & letter that's been regularly
malled T

“Yep. And don't spend the rest o
the morning loafing over it, elther."

Dobba’ utterances grew louder,

“Buy, Jim Brady, you're all right In
your way, and You and me've been
working together In polities, for & mat-
tar of ten years, but when you think
I'd go to work and Ipul my head into
that noose, you're ail off!l Why,, con-
found you. if 1 was o open that box
1t wimld cost me my job and then send
me o Imun'l prison for a term on
top of 1"

‘And you won't do It?" cried Brady,

“No, you just bet your life I won't!"
reaponded the postmasier of Kenyen-
ville, emphatically,

(Continued Tomorrew.)
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